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Britain-New Zeeland team gets “Tour of the Himalayas 2007 title

ISLAMABAD, Sep 11 (APP): The Britain-New Zeeland cyclists&rsquo; team got the title of &ldquo;Tour of the Himalayas
2007&rdquo; by winning the three-day long &ldquo;International Mountain bike Race&rdquo; held in the hilly region of
Kaghan valley in NWFP province.

The team trekked the distance of 116 kilometers hilly terrain in just 16:43 hours. The 5 member team included, Chriss
Bur and Robin Reid from New Zeeland and James Hampshire, Michell Bergstand and Nadire Spering from Britain.

The second position was clinched by Canadian team by covering the distance in 17:36 hours while the Australian Team
secured third position by completing the journey in 18:02 hours.

Teams of Germany, Holland, USA, SSGC and Pak-Danis secured fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth positions
respectively.

The race was organized in three phases. In first phase, the 60 kilometer long mountain bike race started from Jalkhad
and its turnaround point was at Babusar Pass from where the cyclists climbed down to Jalkhad.

In second phase, the race started at famous Saiful Malook Lake. The men riders made 5 laps of the lake while the
women bicyclist made 4 laps.

The third race started from Kawai and after passing through Shogran and Siri it finished at Pai.

In men&rsquo;s individual classification, Robin Reid of Britain-New Zeeland team got first position by traveling the 116
kilometers mountainous track in just 06:39 hours while Chris Burr of the same team clinched second position by covering
the distance in 07:06 hours. Robin Van Der Werf of Holland was third in position by trekking in 07:08 hours.

In Women&rsquo;s individual classification, Britta Martin of Germany trekked the distance in 07:42 hours and secured
first position while Kerstin Brachtendorf of SSGC and Marg Fedyna of Canada secured second and third positions by
completing the journey in 07:47 hours and 07:48 hours respectively.

It may be recalled that the three day International Mountainbike Race was organized by Kagan Memorial Trust (KMT) in
collaboration with Ministry of Tourism, Sui Southern Gas Company and some other organizations.
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ISLAMABAD, Sep 11 : The
Britain-New Zeeland cyclists'
team won the title of "Tour of the
Himalayas 2007" by winning the
three-day long “International

" Mountain bike Race" held in the
. hilly region of Kaghan valley in
NWEP province.

The team trekked the distance

f 116 kilometers hilly terrain in
 just 16:43 hours, The five- mem-

team included, Chriss Bur and
Robin Reid from New Zeeland
and James Hampshire, Michell
Bergstand and Nadire Spering
' from Britain.
The second position
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clinched by Canadian team by
covering the distance in 17:36
hours while the Australian Team
secured third position by complet-
ing the journey in 18:02 hours.
Teams of Germany, Holland,
USA, SSGC and Pak-Danis
secured fourth, fifth, sixth, sev-
enth and eighth positions respec-
tively. The race was organized in
three phases. In first phase. the 60
kilometer long mountain bike race
started from Jalkhad and its tum-
around point was at Babusar Pass

/from where the cyclists climbed
‘down to Jalkhad. In second phase,

fhe race started at famous Saiful

Britain-New Zeland team win

Malook Lake. The men riders
made 5 laps of the lake while the
women bicyclist made 4 laps.
The third race started from
Kawai and after passing through
Shogran and Siri it finished at Pai.
In men's individual classifica-
tion, Robin Reid of Britain-New
Zeeland team got first position by
traveling the 116 kilometers
mountainous. track in just 06:39
hours while Chris Burr of the
same team clinched second posi-
tion by covering the distance in

07:06 hours. Robin Van Der Werd

of Holland was third in position
by trekking in 07:08 hours, NNI
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KAGHAN: A cyelist rides his bicycle at Abusar Top®Miring the Infern ountainbike Rice & Mountainbike Tour organised by Kaghan Memo-
rial Trust, here on Tuesday.
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' KAGHAN: A cyclist on his way during the International Mountain Bike Race organised
| by Kaghan Memorial Trust to help the earthquake affectees fhe area. — App PHoTO
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A three- ay marathon of bikers from Chilas to Balakot was organlsed to

' promoteitourism and generate funds

l:lay marathon

i .unt.am bikers

e of the most

fing terrains —

i from Chi-

1as on the Kargkoram High-

(way that progressed through

' the beautiful Kéghan Valley of

Northern Pakistan — ended

finally in the hquake-rav-

aged town of Balakot at the

southern tip of the Valley. A

first-ever event of its kind in

Pakistan, the marathon was

organised not only to promote

tourism in the area but also to

generate fundsfor the earth-
quake victims.

Titled ‘Tour of the Karako-

(rams’, the marpthon com-

bined ‘Mountain Bike Stage
| Race’ and ‘Bike ﬂ'our which
Fsaw the participation of 27
international professional
cyclists from eight countries
including the Uhited King-
dom, New Ze d, Canada,

Holland, Australia, Germany,
America and Pakistan.

The riders spent three days
traveling a distance of 230
kilometres on the road, con-
quering in the process the
heights of Babusar Pass at

the Oct-8 earthquake). The
number of causalties was the
highest in the valley. Balakot,
in particular, was completely
devastated.

The Kaghan valley is sur-
rounded by high mountains. A

glistening at the height of
8,126 metres.

Babusar Pass, which is the
highest point in Kaghan, Lake
Saiful Muluk and Malika Par-
bat (Queen of the mountains),
was also included in the trav-

m
An event of its Kind in Pakistan, the marathon

was organised not only to promote tourism
in the area but also to generate funds for
the earthquake victims.

more than 4,100 metres,
Danna Meadows at 3,000
metres, and Shogran at 2,500
metres,

The Kaghan valley, known
for its scenic beauty, lakes,
waterfalls, streams and glaci-
ers, was the the worst hit (by

pass lets the road snake into
the Chilas valley. This is the
4,173 metres high Babusar
Pass that commands the
whole Kaghan panorama as
well as gives you, on a clear
day, glimpses of the Nanga
Parbat (the Naked Mountain)

eling area for bikers. The
international participants also
enjoyed boating in the lake as
well as the local legend about
Prince Saiful Muluk who fell*
in love with a fairy.

Stage one — s from

Babusar Pass (4175 metres)
with a distance of 60 kilome-
tres — was covered in which
the teams of Britain and New
Zealand jointly succeeded to
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achieve the first place. Their
duration was 11:29:11, fol-
lowed by the Canadian team
that secured 13:07:30. The
team of Holland was declared

Jalkhad (3050 metres) tomsmﬁdﬂumk )
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ing the mountains

third with 13:11:37. There
was a river-crossing and some
short, steep climbs in the first
few kilometres to Lake Lalu
Sar before the Babusar Pass
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climb.

Lake Saiflpl Muluk Cross-
country was another interest-
ing event with 36 kilometres'
distance. The bikers were
transported 'to the lake in
jeeps whe? they began the
race with @ 500-metre start-
circuit and then completed 6
laps of the lake circuit in an
anti-clocks direction.
ian team, com-
than Gormick,
and Catherine
eclared the first
to completé the target in
4:29:01, followed by the Aus-
tralian and utch teams that
were adjudged second and
ely.

The third and final stage —

: whose starting point was

Kagh&#n Memorial School
Kawai (145! rnetreq) — was

kilometres.
ceeded up
kilometre

he bikers pro-
e valley for one
d then went to
y took to a road
med climbing all
the way up fo Pai. They com-
pleted thred laps of the 850
metres circuit in the meadow.
Britain declared first
when it anhifved the target in
6:03:08. [Holland was
declared second aand Ger-
many third. l
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